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The Role of the Media in Empowering People with Disabilities to
Participate in Society
M. D Marwa Abdel elah Abbas
Mustansiriya University / Faculty of Arts

Marwa_altahan@yahoo.com

Abstract
Disabled people are among the most important groups that need attention, care,
and financial and moral care. They cannot fulfill the requirement of life normally
without care from a person to meet their special needs. The disability is either
mental or physical. The lIragi government has paid attention to this category by
adopting a law for this category, represented by Law No. (38) for the year (2013),
which keeps their rights and duties in Iraqi society by establishing institution of
persons with disabilities and special needs of the Ministry of Labor and Social
Affairs to create a modern society politically, socially, culturally or economically. In
view of the importance of this group in society, the media reinforces the community
awareness to integrate and empower them to serve society, as well as their equality
with their peers in society and their enjoyment of their various human rights on the
one hand and raise the spirits and confidence of this group in its capabilities in Iraqi
society. The research includes three main topics. The first topic is the
methodological framework (the problem of research, its objectives, its importance,
the research community, and the method used in it and the validity of the analysis).
The second topic deals with (the role of the media in enabling disabled people to
participate in Iraqi society). The third topic represents (field study on a sample of

people with disabilities to reach the desired goal of the research).

Keywords: media; empowerment; disabilities
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Conclusion

1. Personal data proved that the response rate of females on tabl (1-1) was higher
than that of males with a slight difference, as females got (22) frequency with
(25,38%), while males occupied (20) frequency with (47.61%). Table (1-2)
shows that most persons with disabilities are the ones who did not get an equal
share with their peers, as it came first in the educational achievement of primary
and middle schools with frequency (12) with (28.57%). While persons with a
disability who obtained a baccalaureate came in second (10) frequency (23.8%).
As for middle school, it came in the last rank, as it obtained (8) frequency, at a
rate of (19.4%). As for the people who have obtained higher studies, there are
no frequencies or rations which indicates the weak role of the media in their
social, cultural and educational empowerment within the society. The society did
not give them the active role or equality. In addition to the paragraph of the
unemployed in the first rank obtained (24) frequency and the percentage
(57,14%) while the employee got (12) frequency (28.57%), while the retired
persons came the third rank with a frequency (6) with (14.28%). This statistic
indicates the weak work of the media to enable people with a socioeconomic
disability within the community or mix with their peers

2. 2- As for Tables No. (2-1) and (2-2) show that the majority of media outlets
witnessed is television, as it occupies the first rank with frequency (30) and
(71.4%). The press occupied the second rank with a frequency (12) and
(28.57%). As for the radio, it did not receive any attention, and these ratios
indicate that the highest percentage obtained by the TV means because of its
advantages and characteristics that distinguish it from other means. As people
with disabilities can access it easily, and the cost is low, as well as sound,
image, movement, permission. Anyone can watch it whether educated or un
educated.

3. Table (2-3) shows the extent of the media's contribution to the defense or

guaranteeing the rights of persons with disabilities, as the answer came with NO
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in first rank (26) with (61.9%), while YES occupied the second rank (12) with
(28.57%), but SOMEWHAT occupied the third rank with frequency (4) and
(9-52%(

4. As for tables No. (2-4), (2-5) and (2-7) shows the media does not contribute to
the political, social and economic development of persons with disabilities to
integrate them into society, despite the importance of this category. They were
considered as the category of the handicapped, who cannot provide service to
their country

5. As for Table No. (2-6) shows the extent of cultural contribution of the media, it
has been accepted by people with disabilities. Yes section occupies (16)
frequency and at the rate of (38.9%). NO section occupies (14) frequency and
at the rate of (33.33%) As for somewhat, it ranked third (12) and by 28.57% .

6. As for Table (2-8) clarifies the extent of the media's contribution to educate
citizens about the importance of the role that people with Disability, as the “No”
came first, it got (16) frequency with (38.9%), but yes answer came at the
second rank with a frequency (14) and (33.33%). SOMEWHAT  answer
occupied the third rank with (12) and by (28.57%). This shows the lack of media
attention disabled or their equality with their peers.

7. Table No. (2-9) clarifies the poor performance of the media in setting up
awareness-—raising seminars and programs to educate and empower persons
with disabilities and integrate them into society with their peers, as (NO) came
first with a frequency of (16) and by (38.9%). As for YES occupied the second
rank with frequency of (12) and 28.57%

8. Table No. (2-10) shows the extent to which the media contributes to building
the political, social and economic capabilities of persons with disabilities, with the
same proportions between a Yes and No paragraph, if it occupies the first rank
with repetition (18) and (42,85%) either. In the second rank, with frequency (6)
and at (14.28%) g
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9. As for tables (2-10) and (2-11) demonstrated the difficulties and obstacles
facing people with disabilities, as the social barriers occupied the first rank with a
frequency of (30) and (71.42%). Whereas the psychological obstacles occupied
the second rank with a frequency of (10) and (23.8%). As for educational
obstacles occupied the third place with frequency (2) and (4.76%)

10.extent to which it has had a positive effect on persons with disabilities to
integrate them into society. SOMEWHAT occupied the first rank and with
repetition (18) and (42,8%). YES occupied the second rank with frequency (16)
with (38.9%). As for NO occupied the third rank with frequency (8) and (19.4%).
These percentages indicate the weak role of the media towards people with
disabilities and thus did not leave a positive impact in their lives empowering
them within society .

11.As for table (2-14) confirms the cooperation between the media and the social
protection agency responsible for people with a disability. YES occupied the first
rank with frequency (28) and (66.66%). WHEREAS occupied the second rank
with a frequency (14) and (33.33%.(
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Recommendations

1. Promote the work of the media to enable persons with disabilities to integrate
them with society.

2. Setting up workshops and training courses for persons with disabilities to involve
them in society to overpower disability

3. Broadcasting and publishing awareness-raising and information campaigns for
citizens within one community to advance the realities and equality of persons
with disabilities and their peers .

4. The consolidation of relations between the media and the Social and Protection
Authority to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities, as the media being
the fourth and influential authority in society.

5. The media works to raise the morale of persons with disabilities to overcome the
basic obstacles
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Conclusion

The disabled segment is the most important segment of society because it has the

potential to achieve the political, social, cultural and economic balance in society, as its role

does not depend on its marginalization only, but it must be relied upon as a purposeful and
working segment that has rights in society. The media is an influential force in society. This
segment must be defended in order to give it all of its benefits within the community as well
as their healthy peers and to ensure their rights, we must rely on the international laws for
people with disabilities by activating the Disabled Law within the Iraqi society, which was

approved by the Iraqgi Representatives Council.
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