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The Integration of international issues in Saudi social studies and

citizenship books in the light of international education principles
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Abstract

The study aimed to reveal the level to which the international issues are integrated into the books
of Saudi public education social studies and citizenship in the light of the principles of international
education, and to know the level of continuity and integration of these issues in the books, to build
a range and sequence matrix of international issues through it. The study followed the descriptive
and analytical method that used the content analysis card as a tool for study when the tool
achieved the necessary validity and reliability characteristics. The data of this study has been
processed using the SPSS statistical program according to a set of appropriate methods of
descriptive and inferential statistics.

The results of the study have come up with a list consisting of (143) international issues,
distributed in (9) fields. The results of the content analysis revealed a sharp, unbalanced, and
uneven decrease in the inclusion of international issues in the books of social studies and
citizenship curricula, as inclusion was limited to (29) issues, and by a rate of (20%) in all fields of
study. A wide disparity emerged between the areas of international issues in the level of sequence
in those books, as they ranged between (1.25% - 36.57%), with a total sequence level (30%).
There was also a lack of integration between the areas of international issues in these books, with
a value (42) according to the Chi—squared test, which is a statistically insignificant value at the
significance level of (0.5>a). Accordingly, a model for the range and sequence matrix of
international issues is designed in these books in light of the principles of international education.
Depending on the results of the study, appropriate recommendations and suggistions were

submitted.
Keywords: Content Analysis, International Issues, Principles of
International Education, Books of Social Studies and Citizenship, Saudi

Public Education.
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— Study’s conclusions
Conclusions
It is concluded from the results of the current study, that the books of social and
national studies in Saudi public education have a lack in their content of
international issues, which are a major pillar of international education, and the
study revealed the absence of continuity and complementarity with children's rights
in those books. The study focused on the building of the range and sequence matrix
and associated elements of the curriculum to include international issues in the
general education stage, commensurate with the age groups of students.
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— Recommendations

Some recommendations were presented in the light of the results of the study,
which may contribute to developing the books of social and national studies in
general education in the light of the principles of international education in terms of
inclusiveness and balance, which are as follows:

1. Take advantage of the list of international issues and the range and sequence
matrix reached by the current study in the development plans for books of social
and national studies in all educational stages in a manner commensurate with
the age of students, and take into account inclusiveness, balance and sequence
when included.

2. Interest in including educational activities that contribute to teaching and learning
international issues in international education in the curricula of social and
national studies in Saudi public education.

3. Educating male and female teachers of social and national studies with Saudi
public education about the importance of international education as a modern
trend in curricula through various activities, through which students are provided
with a wealth of international issues, which helps them in their lives, and
contribute to their upbringing in accordance with the principles of global

citizenship.

1
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— Suggestions

A

Some suggestions were made for future studies to activate the recommendations,

as follows:

1. Conducting a descriptive survey study to monitor the estimates of teachers of

female social and national studies to explain the importance of including
international issues in books of social and national studies in Saudi public
education in the light of international education, and the difficulties involved in
including and teaching them according to teacher’s estimates.

. Conducting a quasi—experimental study for an educational program based on the
principles of international education in the curriculum of social and national
studies in Saudi public education, so that the educational program coincides with
the age stages of students, and it ranges from the introductory level in the
primary stage to the advanced level in the secondary stage and measuring its
effectiveness in promoting awareness of international education.

. Conducting a quasi—experimental study for a training program for male and
female teachers of social studies based on constructive learning, and measuring
its effectiveness in developing their competencies and skills to teach the

principles of international education in Saudi general education.
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