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Empowering Women in Palestinian Society
from an Educational

Perspective: an Analytical Study
Dr.. Hamdan Al-Sufi d. Sumaya Saima A. Dr.. Sana Abu Daqgqga

College of Education - Islamic University - Palestine

hsoofi@iugaza.edu.ps
Abstract

The study aims to identify the concept of empowering women from the point of view
of experts in the Palestinian society, specifically in Gaza, as well as to explore the
foundations of their formation of this concept. Additionally, the study seeks to clarify
the most important challenges facing the empowerment of women in Palestinian
society. The study used the design of a grounded theory that seeks to build the
theory through deep analysis of the data, as qualitative data were collected through
holding two focus groups and six in—depth interviews with the study sample, who
were selected by the method of targeted sampling. The sample included (16)
individuals (9 female experts, 7 male experts) holding academic and community
leadership positions. The results of the study showed that the concept of
empowering women includes three dimensions related to enhancing women's self-
confidence, developing capabilities of self-realization awareness of women about
rights, and how to achieve these rights. The concept of empowering women relied
on basic principles, the most important of which are: the Islamic religion, the culture
of the society, the requirements of reality, and successful experiences. The
empowerment of women in Palestinian society faces challenges, the most prominent
of which is the negative side in the society’s culture and the complexities of the
Palestinian reality.

Keywords: Empowerment of women, starting points for empowering

women, Islamic law, Palestine
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Recommendations:

. Preparing awareness programs that contribute to supporting women

psychologically and socially, increasing their understanding of their rights, and
appreciating their effective role in community development.

Activating the role of educational institutions and women's advocacy organizations to
improve the image of women in society and enhance societal awareness as a thought
and practice on the importance of empowering women.

Utilizing educational curricula and the media to confront the negative cultural heritage
towards women, and support the values associated with empowering women to become
part of the society’s culture.

Encouraging governmental institutions and various civil society institutions to integrate
women into the work system to help them achieve economic empowerment.
Empowering women to participate in politics and increasing their participation rate at all

levels of elections, representation and legislation.

Suggestions:

1.

Empowering women in Islamic societies — policies and determinants.

2. A proposed scenario for empowering women in Palestinian society.

3.

The role of socialization methods in shaping the concept of empowering women from
the viewpoint of university students.
The role of higher education institutions in empowering women from the viewpoint of

faculty members.
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