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Evaluating the Distance Learning Experience in Light of Spreading Corona Pandemic — Covid 19

from the Teachers' Point of View in Islamic Science Institutes in the Sultanate of Oman

Prof. Hussain Ali Alkharusi Dr. Ibrahim Said Al-Wahaibi
Professor of Measurement & Evaluation at Assistant Professor of Measurement &
Sultan Qaboos University Evaluation at A’Shargiyah University
hussein5@squ.edu.om ishalwahaibi@gmail.com
Abstract

The study aims to evaluate the distance learning experience in light of spreading Corona pandemic
— Covid19 - from the teachers' point of view in Islamic Science Institutes in the Sultanate of Oman,
which was applied during the second semester of the 2019/2020 academic year. The study sample
consisted of (77) teachers from the Islamic Science Institutes of the Sultan Qaboos higher center
for culture and science. The researchers designed a questionnaire to evaluate the reality of the
experience. The study results revealed that the department of educational affairs and training at the
Sultan Qaboos higher center for culture and science was able to a moderate degree in the rapid
transition to a distance learning system following the suspension of studies due to the spread of the
Coronavirus — Covid19. The teachers showed a high degree of the importance of applying the
distance learning system. The Microsoft teams educational platform that, was used to teach in the
distance learning system, was appropriate at a high level. Although the teachers’ readiness
appeared to a high degree, the students’ readiness was low according to the teachers’ point of
view. The study also found that there was a group of challenges facing the application of the
distance learning system. The most important of which were the weak infrastructure for internet and
communications networks and the lack of computers for teachers and students. The results of the
Multivariate Analysis of Variance (MANOVA) also found that there were no statistically significant
differences in the mean scores on the distance education questionnaire in The Islamic Science
Institutes according to teachers' specializations and years of practical experience and the interaction
between these two variables. This confirms that teachers’ opinions about the learning system
experience are similar regardless of their specializations or years of practical experience. Finally,
the researchers recommended a set of recommendations, the most important of which is the
continuation of continuous training for teachers and students on modern technologies that serve the
application of the distance learning system. They also suggested conducting more studies on the
reality of applying the distance learning system in various educational institutions in the Sultanate of
Oman.

Keywords: distance learning, corona pandemic, institutes of Islamic sciences, Microsoft

teams platform
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Recommendations and Suggestions:

After presenting and discussing the results of the study, the study provides a set of

recommendations and suggestions, the most important of which are:

1.

Continuing to encourage teachers to apply distance learning, and in parallel, to
continue in—service training for teachers.
Overcoming the challenges and obstacles that hinder the application of distance

learning in light of the results of the current study.

. Training students on modern technologies that serve the application of the

distance learning system.

Seeking to provide computers and tablets for teachers and students.

. Conducting more studies on the reality of applying the distance learning system

in various educational institutions in the Sultanate of Oman.
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