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The Effectiveness of a Proposed Study Unit Based on the Funds of
Knowledge Theory in Developing the Attitudes Towards Cultural
Identity and the Proposed Study Unit among Students of Basic

Education in the Sultanate of Oman
Rugaiya Hassan AL- Haddabi

Dr. Saif Nasser AL-Maamari

The present study aims to explore the effectiveness of a proposed study unit based on the
funds of knowledge theory in developing the attitudes towards cultural identity and the
proposed study unit. In order to achieve the goal of the study, the two researchers followed
the quasi-experimental approach, where the study sample consisted of (28) female students
of the fifth-grade at Al-Jeelah Basic Education School, Al-Dakhiliyah Governorate in the
Sultanate of Oman. The data were collected by two scales: the first is a scale of attitudes
towards cultural identity consisting of (26) items. The second was a scale of attitudes
towards the proposed study unit, which consisted of (24) items. The results of the study
revealed that the effect of the proposed unit in improving the attitudes of fifth grade students
towards cultural identity and to the proposed study unit. It came in favor of the post-
application; where the medium of the cultural identity scale reached (3.81), and with a
medium average (4.74) for the scale of attitude towards proposed unite. In light of this, the
two researchers recommended the importance of employing the theory of funds of
knowledge in building social studies curricula and benefiting from the experiences of
families and their culture in strengthening the attitudes towards cultural identity and

preserving it from loss and extinction.

Keywords: social studies, the theory of Fund of knowledge, cultural

identity, trends, education in Oman
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Study recommendations
In light of the findings of the researchers, and the success of the study, both in the
development and strengthening of cultural identity, and improving the attitudes of the
female students towards the proposed study unit, the researchers recommended a
number of recommendations represented as following:
Curriculum developers make use of families’ knowledge assets when building
curricula; And this is through the participation of the guardian within the team
prepared for the curriculum.
The necessity of including the social studies curricula of lessons that are strongly
related to the reality of the Omani environment, society and family, to which the
student belongs, so that these types of lessons take the largest share, because
they have an effective role in promoting cultural identity.
The necessity of focusing social studies curricula on achieving an element of
Sustainable development, and because the theory of funds of knowledge is one
of the theories that seek to achieve sustainability in education; It must be taken
into account when building and preparing the curriculum. —
Spreading the thought and culture that the educational process is a participatory
and integrative process between parents, the school, and members of the local

community, and that there is no barrier between them.
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