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Abstract

The research addresses the specification table and the extent of its use in developing
achievement tests, as well as detects the obstacles to its use through a sample of (120)
respondents from the faculty members in some Baghdad schools and colleges. After
unpacking and processing the data statistically, the research reached several results:
the study sample do not use the test map in the development of their tests, as their
percentage reached (82%) and there are no statistically significant differences in the
use of the specification table by the sample members according to their place of work
or the number of years of experience. The results also revealed the most important
reasons that prevent the use of the specification table in developing the achievement
test, which are the lack of knowledge of the teachers about it, the lack of benefit of its
application, mainly because their experience is sufficient to build a good test.
Afterward, the researcher presented an analytical study of the specification table upon
several axes and suggested some simplified forms to employ in the planning of

achievement tests.
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Conclusions

1. The specification table was originally developed for objective tests.

2. Bloom’s taxonomy is in the epistemological field which is most closely related to the
specification table, but it is not specific to it, for any other objectives classification can

be employed as the tester deems appropriate.

3. Planning the specification table does not by itself produce a good test, unless the tester
possesses the competencies and skills of formulating questions, and is familiar with the
quality standards specific to each type of question.

4. Attempting to put high-level thinking questions without knowing the skills of
formulating the request that calls for the required answer gives the student deceptive,
poor and unclear questions.

5. Obligating the test builder to perform a specific planning may give counterproductive
results through completely dispensing with planning if it does not fit with his regulative
methods or if he finds it difficult, while flexible planning provides him with a broader
scope to prepare the guide or the plan that suits him.

6. Despite its importance, the specifications table does not, by itself, guarantee the validity
of the content.

7. Itis not possible to know the true weight of the subject through its quantity.

8. Itis not a requirement that a single chapter or topic include all levels of objectives.

Recommendations

1. It is necessary to take care of test planning after each class or study day, to provide a bank of
guestions which are closely related to teaching, and to avoid writing the test a day before its
application

2. Holding annual workshops, clarifying good questions criteria and specifications, and how to
achieve them, to provide teachers with drafting test paragraphs competencies and skills, and to

train them to formulate educational goals.

3. Employing the specification table in one of its suggested forms in this research.
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