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Abstract

The research aims to measure the level of critical thinking skills among students of
A’Shargiah University in the Sultanate of Oman, as well as identify the level of their
availability based on the variables: gender, academic level, school year, cumulative
average, and general diploma / high school ratio. The researchers used the descriptive
approach. To achieve the objectives of the study, they used The California Test for
Critical Thinking Skills Picture (A) after evaluation (Farraj, 2006). It was applied to a
sample of (487) students from A’sharqiah University. The results of the study found
that the critical thinking skills of A’shargiah University students are below the
educationally acceptable level. There are no statistically significant differences due to
the variables of gender and school year in all five skills. Also, there are no
statistically significant differences due to the academic level variable in all skills
except for the induction skill in favor of the higher diploma. Moreover, there are no
statistically significant differences due to the cumulative average variable in all skills
except for the skill of deduction in favor of a rate of (3.6-4) over a rate of (2.6-3).
There are no statistically significant differences due to the variable of the cumulative
average in all skills except for the two skills: extrapolation and Inference, after
conducting a Shafeeh test, it appeared that the extrapolation skill was in favor of
(90.1-99%) over (60.1-70%), and the inference skill was in favor of (90.1-99%) over
(70.1-80%).
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Recommendations

1. Reconsidering the construction of curricula and educational outcomes by
focusing on teaching critical thinking skills to students through academics
and those responsible for developing teaching at the university.

2. Evaluating the currently used evaluation methods at the university,
especially achievement tests, to distinguish among students according to
their critical thinking skills.

3. Conducting training courses for academics on how to build and develop
students’ critical thinking skills.

4. Incorporating one or more courses teaching "thinking' or ‘critical thinking"
as a compulsory requirement in the study plans of A'Sharqiyah University.

5. Having a center specialized in conducting studies and research on topics
related to teaching and learning at the university, to be able to develop the
education process.

Suggestions:

—Conduct research on other thinking styles, such as conceptual thinking and
creative thinking among university students.

—Carrying out research alike measuring the critical thinking skills of students
in other universities in the Sultanate.

- Conducting research to find out the extent to which critical thinking skills

are included in university curricula.
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