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This research aims to examine the factor structure of a risk perception scale among
university students in the Iraqi context using two factor analysis methods (exploratory
and confirmatory). To achieve this objective, the researcher developed the risk
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of the 2025-2026 academic year. Using a stratified random sampling method, the
researcher then used the SPSS program to conduct an exploratory factor analysis using
the principal component method in order to determine the factor structure of the risk
perception scale. The results of the exploratory factor analysis were subjected to a
confirmatory factor analysis using the extreme probability method using the AMOS
program. The research results showed the existence of six factors in the risk perception
scale, namely, security risks, health risks, social risks, cultural risks, environmental
risks, and economic risks, which were identified, and the results of the confirmatory
factor analysis confirmed these six factors. Based on the research findings, the
researcher came up with a set of conclusions, recommendations, and suggestions.
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